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PARCC Tests Are Coming !!!!!! 

The national PARCC tests are the primary way that schools determine if a stu-

dent is making adequate progress. These are very important for students. Pri-

marily how a student scores will determine the student’s course selections 

available or level they will be at for the next school year. Much of what students 

have learned this year is designed to give them the skills to succeed on this as-

sessment so it is also a statement of how much they have learned. Please en-

courage your child to show their very best when they are being tested. Also, 

please make sure they are in school on the dates of their testing. If they miss 

school on the day of testing they can make it up but it will not be with their reg-

ular peers or with their teacher. Students do best when tested in their normal 

surroundings.  

Below are the dates for testing:  

Grade 6:  - Week of                                Grade 8—Week of                                                                                                                                              

 Reading—April 23                                     Reading—May 8 

 Math— May 14                                           Math  -    May 21 

Grade 7— Week of 

 Reading— May 1 

  Supporting Our Students Through  A Community of Caring 

We would like to send a huge thank you to all parents who attended last Thursday night's parent infor-
mation and community night titled, "Supporting Our Students Through a Community of Caring.".  As par-
ents are truly one of greatest assets we have at SMS, we are encouraged by the ideas, support, and enthu-
siasm that flowed throughout the meeting. The main idea discussed was inviting parents to support the 
school and students by coming into school and assist in monitoring students. Students would be much less 
likely to use poor judgment if they know an adult is visible and watching.  We would ask the parent to 
simply Observe; Encourage; Report. We'd also like to thank Anne Arundel Conflict Resolution Center for 
attending the meeting and sharing some of the resources they can also bring to Southern Middle.  
 
We look forward to keeping this positive momentum going and hope to see you all again very soon. Look 
for a date to be announced soon and would welcome your ideas as well as any time you could contribute.  
As always, thank you for your support! 
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7th Grade news 

 
       
    In Math 7, students are learning about probability.  They are 
studying the likelihood of events, comparing theoretical and experi-
mental probabilities, creating probability models, making predictions 
based on theoretical probabilities, and finding the probability of a compound 
event. 
In Math 7/8, students are continuing their study of geometry, learning about 
circles and how to find the volume of three-dimensional shapes such as prisms, 
pyramids, cylinders, cones, and spheres.   

In Science we are finishing up our Unit 3 Rube Goldberg Machine project. We 

will be starting Unit 4 learning about Waves in the fourth marking period. 

Our Social Studies classes are exploring Gandhi’s impact on India and on Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. In the fourth marking period we will be studying modern 

China and Southeast Asia.  Students will be asking family members how the Vi-

etnam War may have affected someone they know. 

 

Language Arts classes have just wrapped up a novel unit. We will soon be 
talking a lot about the Civil Rights era. We are hoping to do a webquest and will 
have a performance based quarterly instead of a regular test format!  
 
Also, if you did not already hear, Mrs. MacAdams and Mrs. Albaugh have set up 
a Monitored Reading/Homework Google Classroom. In this Class, all students 
from all classes will have access to fun reading materials and a new sign up 
sheet for STAR time. Please note that this document will be edited frequently, 
by multiple users. The code to get in is i4xpcz. Each week, the assignment eligi-
ble for redo will be posted. After April 20th, there will be no Bulldog Block 
pullouts, so please rely on this time to catch up on make up work or redo poor 
grades. 

Thoughts to Ponder 

Good manners will open doors that the best education cannot.  
Clarence Thomas 
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“ I am so happy. My son got a referral today!!!!!! 

Special Event—Save the Date**** 
***** For 7th graders interested in attending a magnet School.  

1. 23 April 18: SAVE THE DATE! Current fourth and seventh graders  and fami-
lies are invited to attend our Magnet Fair at Old Mill High to learn about Magnet 
Programs as part of students' options for Fall 2018 application (October 15-noon 
on November 30).  

6-7 PM Fourth grade students are invited to the Cafeteria to gather bro-
chures and talk with Magnet teachers concerning the Magnet  options, in ad-
dition to learning about co-curricular activities. Seventh grade students are 
invited to the Auditorium for the formal presentation during this time period. 

7-8 PM Fourth grade students attend the formal presentation in the Auditori-
um, while seventh grade students go the cafeteria to gather infor-
mation.  Departure for all at 8 PM. 

Would a normal parent EVER say such a thing. YES because…….. 

Southern Middle School is committed to recognizing students for going above and beyond 
our school expectations by sending them to the office…for a good reason. Since Mid-
March, we have implemented Positive Referrals and we would like to recognize the fol-
lowing students for getting positive referrals: 

Sasha Erazo-Portillo 

Jonathan Wiles 

Colin Andes 

Travis Knopp 

Trent Miller 

Gianna Misero 

John Mulhare 

Emma Slaughenhoupt 

Mackenzie Ward 

Kaylee Bowen 

Aidan Weigle 

Mia Madison 

Michael Martin (twice) 

Brianna Miller 

Ella Prostko 

Grace Strong 

Brandon Dorsey 

Canaan Linkins 

Sydney Born 

Brandon Estrella 

Geo Magnana-Torres 

Lucy Moore 

Mia Reyes-Luengas 

Leah Perkins 

Angel Moya-Rosales 

Bryce Windsor 

Eliana Coon 

Cassandra Rodas 

James Hruz 

Elaina Finnelle 

Abby Hall 

Jason Crandell 

Matthew Lind 

Lilly Breen 

Andrew Mercer 

Lana Carpenter 

Hallie Cullipher 

Patrick Gately 

Alyssa Dyson 

Claire Walter 

Lazaro Sagastume 

D.J. Dixon 

Taylor Hardesty 

Dallas Apperson 

Thomas Martin 

Addie Jones 

Harley Rimmel 

Quinn Waters 

Besides being recognized in the office, these students took a copy of the positive referral home, 

and got phone calls to let their parents know how they are showing their Bulldog PRIDE.  



 

  

 

SMS AVID students visiting Univ of Md.  

   “The staff at the visitor's center (including our 
tour guides) said that our Southern Middle group 
stood out as being very mature, polite and attentive 
during the tour.” 

Calendar of 

Events: 

 

 

 

April 16—IEP Parent 

workshop 6:30pm 

Media Center 

April 17—2 Hr Early 

Dismissal 

April 19—Arts Are 

Everywhere 

April 20—Report 

Cards Distributed 

April 25—PARCC 

Testing Begins 

                         The Arts Are Everywhere 

Please join Southern Middle School as we celebrate the "Arts Are Everywhere Ga-
la" on Thursday, April 19th from 5-7pm. Admission is free.  This Fine Arts event is 
open to the South County community...come view amazing student artwork, a 
sneak peak of our Spring Musical - "James and the Giant Peach," SMS Dance 
Company performances, and hear fabulous harmonies from our band and strings 
students.  

The arts are fine at Southern Middle! We hope you can make it!   



This year I am teacher Self-

Contained Language Arts and 

Math as well as Co-Taught So-

cial Studies. I grew up near An-

napolis in Cape St. Claire where 

I am a graduate Broadneck 

High School - AACPS alumni! 

I’ve moved a few miles down 

the road and live in downtown 

Annapolis now.  

LET ME INTRODUCE YOU 

TO…... 

 

Jacob Hancock 

                            

 

                      

 

I graduated St. Mary’s College of Maryland with a Bachelors in history and 

joined the business world. I spent four years organizing conferences for business 

associations, rubbing shoulders with presidents and CEOs of large corporations, 

but decided I’d rather spend my time teaching teenagers.  

I decided to become a teacher out of a passion for academics, especially history, 

but discovered I’m sticking on this path because I love working with kids. Out-

side of school I enjoy “game nights” (ping pong, pool, board games, cards, every-

thing), trying new restaurants and playing the alto saxophone. I’m a pretty tradi-

tional guy  - every year since I was in 6th grade I go out to a DC Ethiopian res-

taurant for my birthday. 

SMS is very lucky to have  

Mr. Hancock!!! 

Grade 6 

Social  

Studies 

& 

Special 

Education 








